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WHO PROFITS FROM PROTECTED AREAS 
ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' LAND? 

„In the Congo Basin „more than anywhere 
else in the world, the many promises of 

rights-based and participatory conservation 
have miserably failed to materialise. For 

communities living in and around protected 
areas, the reality continues to be one of 

dispossession, impoverishment and 
widespread human rights abuses.”

http://www.mappingforrights.org/files/38342-Rainforest-Foundation-Conservation-Study-Web-ready.pdf

...... very rarely, it‘s indigenous peoples 
who profit!

http://www.mappingforrights.org/files/38342-Rainforest-Foundation-Conservation-Study-Web-ready.pdf
http://www.mappingforrights.org/files/38342-Rainforest-Foundation-Conservation-Study-Web-ready.pdf
http://www.mappingforrights.org/files/38342-Rainforest-Foundation-Conservation-Study-Web-ready.pdf


Images: 
Rainforest Parks and People
See also: 
Mapping for Rights

No reported presence of indigenous peoples: Maiko

http://rainforestparksandpeople.org/#openModal
https://www.mappingforrights.org/


„Every time we came close to a protected area, we found 
the same story: forest-dependant communities, who had 

been managing and co-existing with their ancestral forests 
sustainably for generations, had seen their lands and 

primary sources of livelihoods and income stripped away 
by protected areas that were imposed on them without 

their consent.
….[…] side-lined in the management of the forests they 

depend on, and having to endure heavy-handed 
enforcement of rules that were not properly explained to 

them, with armed park rangers arbitrarily and 
disproportionately targeting them for ‘poaching’ instead 

of going after the real criminals.”
Rainforest Foundation UK, 2019

https://wrm.org.uy/articles-from-the-wrm-bulletin/section1/the-human-cost-of-strictly-protected-areas-in-the-congo-basin/


Throughout the Congo Basin, establishment of protected areas 
on customary land of forest-dependent communities without 

community consent is / has been the norm 

Some evidence of prior consultation: Tanya Gorilla Nature Reserve, DRC

https://wrm.org.uy/es/articulos-del-boletin-wrm/seccion1/un-proyecto-piloto-redd-de-conservacion-internacional-en-la-republica-democratica-del-congo-rdc-una-produccion-bien-diferente-de-walt-disney/


"WWF’s lies about Indigenous
People being “supportive” of its
proposed Messok Dja National Park
in the Republic of Congo. […] “

https://redd-monitor.org/2019/03/13/exposed-by-buzzfeed-news-wwfs-lies-about-indigenous-people-being-supportive-of-its-proposed-messok-dja-national-park-in-the-republic-of-congo/


Information about community opposition to WWF campaign to have Messok Dja 
declared national park was readily available to WWF funders and supporters



BuzzFeed: 'WWF's Secret War‘

Chitwan National Park, Nepal
Salonga National Park, DR Congo
Lobéké National Park, Cameroon
Kaziranga National Park, India

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/tomwarren/wwf-world-wide-fund-nature-parks-torture-death


“Indigenous groups living near Chitwan [Nepal] have 
long detailed a host of abuses by these forces. 
Villagers have reported beatings, torture, sexual 
assaults, and killings by the park's guards. They’ve 
accused park officials of confiscating their firewood 
and vegetables, and forcing them into unpaid labor.”

“Indigenous people living near one park in southeast 
Cameroon described a litany of horrors in interviews 
and documents obtained by BuzzFeed News: dead-of-
night break-ins by men wielding machetes, rifle butt 
bludgeonings, burn torture involving chilis ground into 
paste, and homes and camps torched to the ground.”

Excerpts from BuzzFeed investigation WWF‘s Secret War

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/tomwarren/wwf-world-wide-fund-nature-parks-torture-death


REDD: A Collection of Conflicts, Contradictions and Lies

“Suffering here to help them over there“ – Parana, Brasil

“They lie when they say REDD+ is good“ – Costa Rica

“We don’t want this conservation area, we want land titles first“ - Peru

"We were evicted without discussion” – Uganda

“It is our forest and other people are managing it in our place” – DR Congo

“There is no compensation, only penalties to pay” – Madagascar

"I and my people have suffered for five years now“ – Nigeria

Similar patterns of use restrictions, evictions, conflicts 
and abuse in relation to conservation in the name of 
climate protection 

https://wrm.org.uy/books-and-briefings/redd-a-collection-of-conflicts-contradictions-and-lies/


Who profits?

* Conservation Industry: 
Funding, Fundraising, Control over indigenous territories

across the globe  

* Bilateral and multilateral agencies
Disbursement of large sums to small group of conservation

organisations with headquarters in industrialized countries



More detail: http://rainforestparksandpeople.org/detailed-case-studies/

Who does not profit? 



More detail: http://rainforestparksandpeople.org/detailed-case-studies/

Who does not profit? 



Selected documentation abuses, violence and torture linked to protected areas 

management in connection with WWF since BuzzFeed first exposed the WWF atrocities 

in March 2019:

BuzzFeed investigation 'WWF's Secret War': https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/tomwarren/wwf-

world-wide-fund-nature-parks-torture-death

Guardian article on BuzzFeed investigation: https://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/2019/mar/04/wwf-accused-of-funding-guards-who-allegedly-tortured-killed-scores-of-people

Guardian article on abuses in Sangha Tri-National Park Cameroon : 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/mar/15/uk-charity-knew-of-alleged-abuse-in-congo-parks-

but-did-not-act-sangha-tri-national-trust-fund

REDD Monitor article about BuzzFeed and German TV and newspaper reporting on gang 

rape and abuses in Salonga NP, DRC: https://redd-monitor.org/2019/04/02/torture-murder-rape-wwf-

must-release-its-report-about-abuses-carried-out-by-eco-guards-in-salonga-national-park/

Zembla documentary about abuses in Kaziranga National Park, India 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHH_vlhnC0I&feature=youtu.be

Channel 4 documentary about intimidation and fear around Messok Dja in RoC which 

WWF wants to be declared National Park: https://survivalinternational.org/news/12145

German TV report with some parts in French on the atrocities in Salonga: Germany's 

misguided conservation funding: http://mediathek.daserste.de/REPORT-MAINZ/Die-verfehlte-

Naturschutzpolitik-von-Bun/Video?bcastId=310120&documentId=61880876

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/tomwarren/wwf-world-wide-fund-nature-parks-torture-death
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/mar/04/wwf-accused-of-funding-guards-who-allegedly-tortured-killed-scores-of-people
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/mar/15/uk-charity-knew-of-alleged-abuse-in-congo-parks-but-did-not-act-sangha-tri-national-trust-fund
https://redd-monitor.org/2019/04/02/torture-murder-rape-wwf-must-release-its-report-about-abuses-carried-out-by-eco-guards-in-salonga-national-park/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHH_vlhnC0I&feature=youtu.be
https://survivalinternational.org/news/12145
http://mediathek.daserste.de/REPORT-MAINZ/Die-verfehlte-Naturschutzpolitik-von-Bun/Video?bcastId=310120&documentId=61880876


Nachtrag / addendum:

Petition Survival International related to WWF campaign to have Messok Dja in the 
Republic of Congo declared a national park despite community opposition:

https://www.survivalinternational.org/emails/messokdja

Petitions, articles and letters from NGOs requesting a meaningful investigation by 
WWF following the recent BuzzFeed investigation into abuses, torture and violence 
by guards working in protected areas co-managed by WWF:

https://www.rainforestfoundationuk.org/rfuk-calls-on-wwf-to-immediately-
release-details-of-investigation-into-human-rights-abuses

https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/rights-based-conservation-law-policy-cultural-
identity-knowledge/news-article/2019/open-letter-wwf

https://wrm.org.uy/articles-from-the-wrm-bulletin/section1/wwf-in-the-drcs-
salonga-national-park-torture-murder-and-gang-rape/

https://www.survivalinternational.org/emails/messokdja
https://www.rainforestfoundationuk.org/rfuk-calls-on-wwf-to-immediately-release-details-of-investigation-into-human-rights-abuses
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/rights-based-conservation-law-policy-cultural-identity-knowledge/news-article/2019/open-letter-wwf
https://wrm.org.uy/articles-from-the-wrm-bulletin/section1/wwf-in-the-drcs-salonga-national-park-torture-murder-and-gang-rape/

