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BRIEFLY ABOUT WELTHUNGERHILFE

OUR VISION
A world, where all 
people have the
opportunity to
exercise their

right to a 
self-determined
life in dignity and 
justice, free from

hunger and 
poverty. 



….wherever we work!

OUR FOKUS



WHERE WE WORK
39 countries, 407 projects

8.7 million people supported



IN NUMBERS



MORE NUMBERS
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EIN BREITER ANSATZ…
EMERGENCY AID
FOR SURVIVAL

SUSTAINABLE FOOD 
SYSTEMS

FOCUES ON THE POOR 
AND VULNERABLE

WASH
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

STRENGTHEN
HUMAN RIGHTS

WHAT WE DO



Who we are
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WHO WE ARE



• The right to food is recognized in article 25 of the 
Universal Declaration on Human Rights and article 11 of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR)

• It means “ the right to have regular, permanent and 
unrestricted access, either directly or by means of financial 
purchases, to quantitatively and qualitatively adequate and 
sufficient food corresponding to the cultural traditions of the 
people to which the consumer belongs, and which ensures a 
physical and mental, individual and collective, fulfilling and 
dignified life free of fear.” 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Jean Ziegler

Basics on Food Security, Hunger & Malnutrition

THE RIGHT TO FOOD

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cescr.htm
http://www.righttofood.org/publications/un-reports/


….. translates to legal obligations of states & governments

1. Obligation to respect: governments shall not to take any 
measures that arbitrarily deprive people of their right to food

2. Obligation to protect: states should enforce appropriate laws 
and other measures to prevent third parties from violating the 
right to food of others.

3. Obligation to fulfil: governments must pro-actively engage in 
activities to strengthen people’s access to and utilization of 
resources to facilitate their ability to feed themselves. As a last 
resort, states have the obligation to fulfil that right directly.
http://www.righttofood.org

Basics on Food Security, Hunger & Malnutrition

THE RIGHT TO FOOD

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 

http://www.righttofood.org/


Transforms…....

• people and beneficiaries into 
RIGHTS HOLDERS

• States and governments into 
DUTY BEARERS

• Development cooperation: 
from helping to met needs to 
support advocacy to 
guarantee exercise of rights

Basics on Food Security, Hunger & Malnutrition

THE RIGHT TO FOOD

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 



BASICS ON FOOD SECURITY, HUNGER & MALNUTRITION

FOOD AND NUTRITION 
SECURITY (FNS)
• Replaces older and more narrow concept of food security

Welthungerhilfe Orientation Framwork Food and Nutrition Security

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 

http://www.welthungerhilfe.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Themen/Hunger/verborgener_Hunger/OF_Sustainable_Food_and_Nutrition_Security.pdf


BASICS ON FOOD SECURITY, HUNGER & MALNUTRITION

FOOD AND NUTRITION 
SECURITY (FNS)

Use & Utilization

Accessibility

Availability

Food & Nutrition Security

St
ab

ili
ty

 

• Remains however 
(just) an aspired status with 
four dimensions

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 
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Influencing factors
or

What is not linked to FNS?

UNSCN

http://www.unscn.org/files/Annual_Sessions/UNSCN_Meetings_2013/Wustefeld_Final_MoM_FNS_concept.pdf


A MULTITUDE OF OPTIONS …
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To combat hunger and 
malnutrition through

interventions at different levels

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Ute:
Nach Gruppenarbeit?



Income spent in food by the poorest quintile  in selected countries

Percentage of consumption expenditure of the poorest quintile spent in food in selected countries; data from 
household surveys. 
Source: FAO Food secrutiy indicators, National statistic insitute Germeny  

Germany Cambodia

Physical and socio-economic access to food

Underlying causes of malnutrition 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Household food insecurity – Economic Access to food 

In Developing countries peoples have to spend a large share of their income on food – in poor households up to 80%!!  

 Here you see the share of food expenses from totla consumption expenses of the poorest fifths of the population in Germany and in some our program countries; 

Access to food is always a question of money! Thats also true for very food insecure countries 


Hunger is therefore rather a problem of inequity of income . In case of crisis a poor family will cut down their expenses on education and health, than expensive but also healthier food such a meat and other animal-source foods, fruits, nutrient-rich vegetables.....leading to monotonous diets AND  discrimination of women and children as men usually get the better share of the family meal.

Bei Bedarf:
In short, the poor are hungry and their hunger traps them in poverty.



IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION
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Weltbank 2009

Basic causes of malnutrition 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Another factor that strongly impacts FNS is climate change.

Climate change contributes to the decrease of agricultural lands. 

The consequences hit particularly countries from the „Global South“ and small holders are generally those who are most affected. 

Natural disasters such as floods, tropical storms and long periods of drought are on the increase –
- with calamitous consequences for vulnerable populations in developing countries.

Drought is one of the most common causes of food shortages in the world 

The map shows the prognosticated decrease in harvests by 2050 – 
Dark red color means the greatest decrease in harvests.

We will experience a decrease in biodiversity and a shift in production areas (for instance in the case of rice or coffee)



---
Unter dem Stichwort Bioökonomie werden heute in Industrieländern (wie gerade erst auf dem UN-Klimagipfel in Paris) neue Wachstumspotenziale propagiert.
Dabei sollen nachwachsende Rohstoffe die fossilen Energieträger ersetzen. 

Über die Gewinnung von Agrartreibstoffen aus Getreide und Zuckerrohr habe ich schon geredet. 

Bereits heute werden außerdem Fasern z.B. in den Armaturen unserer Autos eingesetzt, in chemischen Produkten, in unserer Kleidung …

Was zunächst ein positiver Beitrag zur Verlangsamung des Klimawandels zu sein scheint, wird zu einer noch stärkeren Konkurrenz um Böden führen. 



Natural disasters such as floods, tropical storms and long periods of drought are on the increase -- with calamitous consequences for the hungry poor in developing countries.
Drought is one of the most common causes of food shortages in the world. In 2011, recurrent drought caused crop failures and heavy livestock losses in parts of Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya. In 2012 there was a similar situation in the Sahel region of West Africa.
In many countries, climate change is exacerbating already adverse natural conditions. Increasingly, the world's fertile farmland is under threat from erosion, salination and desertification. Deforestation by human hands accelerates the erosion of land which could be used for growing food.

if the ecological footprint of agriculture and food production is not drastically reduced, future food security cannot be guaranteed







Concentration in our food system

Source: Agropoly, Berne Declaration, 2013

Basic causes of malnutrition 

Who controls our food?

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Another trend which increases the worldwide inequality in FNS is
The process of concentration in our food system
 
Seeds, young animals, feed, fertiliser – all things that used to be produced on the farm
itself, are today separate sectors of the industrialised and globalised food value chain. 

This also includes trade, processing and selling of foodstuffs. 

The most vulnerable in this chain are those who cultivate and produce these foods: the farmers. 
Small-scale farmers in the Global South come under great pressure through horizontal and vertical integration
(concentration) in food production. 

A few major global companies have increasing powers to dictate prices, conditions, and in some cases even government policies.

https://www.bernedeclaration.ch/fileadmin/files/documents/Lebensmittelindustrie/EvB_agropoly_engl_web_klein_2.pdf


https://www.peoplesfoodpolicy.org/
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DATA ON HUNGER 
HOW MANY PEOPLE SUFFER FROM 
HUNGER?

More than 2 billion people suffer from malnutrition

60 % of all hungry live in countries affected by conflict

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Who are the hungry in those countries?

Most of the hungry live in rural areas:

Around 80% of undernourished people live in low-income rural areas of developing countries, principally in higher-risk farming areas. 50% are small holder farmers, the remaining are landless or pastoralists, fishermen or people depending on forests.

However, the share of the hungry in urban areas is rising.

Questions?
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DATA ON HUNGER 
WHERE DO THE HUNGRY LIVE?

Hunger remains

overwhelmingly female, 

indigenous and rural. 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Who are the hungry in those countries?

Most of the hungry live in rural areas:

Around 80% of undernourished people live in low-income rural areas of developing countries, principally in higher-risk farming areas. 50% are small holder farmers, the remaining are landless or pastoralists, fishermen or people depending on forests.

However, the share of the hungry in urban areas is rising.

Questions?



PREVALENCE OF HUNGER WORLDWIDE

http://www.globalhungerindex.org/

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Where do the hungry live?

The vast majority of the world's undernourished people live in developing countries.

As to the Global Hunger Index 2015, the level of hunger in developing countries has fallen by 27 percent since 2000,

Africa south of the Sahara and South Asia have the highest levels of hunger.

While Africa south of the Sahara accounts for the highest proportion of people suffering from undernutrition, 
South Asia is home to the highest absolute number of undernourished people and stunted children. 



The problem of the averages



Chronic Malnutrition – Huge gaps, policy
mattersGap in Chronic Malnutrition in Children

(difference Q1 and Q5) in different countries  



Chronic malnutrition reduces irreversibly neuronal density and thus deprives children
from their development opportunities, a serious violation of the rights of this most

vulnerable group!

Why is chronic malnutrition in children so 
important? 



VICIOUS CIRCLE OF MALNUTRITION
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
This chart shows the intergenerational circle of malntrition.

Stunted growth can be passed on to the next generation:

Undernourished women have a greater risk for complications during child birth and of delivering a baby with low birth weight..

Those children have a greater risk for illness and premature death..

Their bodies and brains don´t develop and work properly.
Undernutrition affects school performance and studies have shown it often leads to a lower income as an adult. 
This, again,  reduces access to sufficient and nutritious food. 
 
Malnutrition reproduces poverty and apart from the individual, it impacts the economic development of whole coutries. 

As to the Worldbank, global losses in economic productivity due to undernutrition deficiencies reach more than 2 to 3 percent of GDP.

On the other hand, the return on investment in nutrition is high:
For every US dollar invested in nutrition programs, governments get back 16US$.



Marginality is an involuntary position and condition of 
an individual or group at the margins of social, political, 

economic, ecological, and biophysical systems, that 
prevent them from access to resources, assets, 

services, restraining freedom of choice, preventing the 
development of capabilities, and eventually causing 

extreme poverty (v. Braun, Gatzweiler 2013)

The cause of hunger, malnutrition
and poverty is often the result

of long lasting exclusion and 
discrimination, depriving

people from their development
opportunities and exercise of

their rights as citizens. 

Sustainable change requieres
more than technical measures

only – it requieres a political, 
rights based empowerment

approach as well. 

Conclusions



PLENTY OF TARGETS & COMMITTMENTS
BUT STILL NOT ON TRACK….



THE CROSSROADS
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https://www.cfr.org



A WORLD AT WAR
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www.irinnews.org

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 
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…. AND VIOLENCE



COST OF CONFLICT
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http://visionofhumanity.org

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 
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„Cost“ of Conflict

Direct cost
• Economic
• Military
• Environmental
• Social 
• Political costs

e.g. human deaths, expenditure, 
destruction of land and physical 

infrastructure

Indirect cost
• Migration
• Humiliation
• Growth of Extremism
• Lack of civil society 
• Impact on neigbourng countries, 

international community, trade etc. 

Opportunity costs?

Incentives for conflict?

http://www.strategicforesight.com



Maps of GHI, GPI, GTI and State of Civil Society look very
much alike



FOOD AND
NUTRITION 
SECURITY

SDG LINKED TO FNS

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
The 2030 Agenda is integrated and indivisible: it requires policy coherence and cooperation at all levels of government and across sectors, recognizing that all the goals must be addressed in an integrated manner to achieve the transformation we seek

Does anyone know how often NUTRITION is mentioned in the SDGs?
ONCE!

However, nutrition is central to their achievement

There are strong inter-linkages between SDG2 and other Devlopment Goals

At least 12 of the 17 SDGs contain indicators that are highly relevant for nutrition

Improved nutrition is the platform for progress in health, education, employment, empowerment of women, and poverty and inequality reduction.

In turn, poverty and inequality, water, santitation and hygiene, education, food systems, climate change, social protection, and agriculture all have an important impact on nutrition outcomes.






BIG FAMINES 1870 – 2010

Quelle: in angepasster Form nach Global Hunger Index Report 
2015

WW II

WW I Mao Stalin
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BRIEF ASIDE 
Refugees: persons forced to flee his or her 
country because of persecutionfor reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, political opinion or 
membership in a particular social group, war, or 
violence. The own state can’t or doesn’t want to 
guarantee protection. Protection through 1951 Geneva 
Convention and 1967 Protocol. Can 
receive subsidiary protection in EU if asylum is not granted

Forced Migrants: forced to flee from hunger or other 
reasons. No legal status. Global Compact for Safe and 
Orderly Migration at UN in progress, US just dropped out.

http://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10.pdf 
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http://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html

Incl. > 40 million IDPs

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2017/06/20/unpacking-the-numbers-on-global-refugees/



https://www.wfp.org/content/2017-root-exodus-food-
security-conflict-and-international-migration

https://www.wfp.org/content/2017-root-exodus-food-security-conflict-and-international-migration


& FLIGHT!



Debunking myths about migration
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Agenda 2030 Conflict & war

• divert resources needed for development

• jeopardize human existence as such 

• reenforce themselves, tend to perpetuate and spread

• are the antithesis to sustainable development and thus
Agenda 2030

War & conflict
“The ambitious and interdependent global goals embodied in 
the SDGs seem to be seriously at odds with the realities of the 
food security, conflict, and political instability seen today. The 
SDGs surely underestimate the difficulties of helping more 
than a billion people living in fragile and conflict-affected states 
to regain a sustainable path of equitable economic growth and 
reconstruct a torn social fabric within 15 years.” 

Emmy Simmons in “Recurring storms – Food Insecurity, Political Instability and Conflict”, CSIS 2017 
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For organizations like Welthungerhilfe, humanitarian aid and 

development work has become increasingly difficult, expensive 

and dangerous.

We work more and more on the „repairing/ fixing“ side than on the

„building/ creating“ side.

War, conflicts but also democratic erosion not only jeopardize our

and others work but Agenda 2030 as such.

FROM OUR PRESPECTIVE
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4. WHAT TO DO?

some ideas

• We can, need and must do more

• We can, need and must do better



1. New scale of diplomatic and peace-keeping 
efforts by global alliances for peace mandated by UN ….
Eliminating/ reducing incentives for conflict, fostering com-
mitment, coordination and cooperation between stakeholders, 
dry up arms supply, create incentives for change, putting 
respective research into practice  (see WDR 2017)

2. New scale for preventive action and conflict 
transformation efforts involving all levels of society (gap 
between diplomatic efforts at the top and civil society work on 
the ground), international consensus of not fueling conflicts. 

3. New focus on governance: focus also on role of law, 
governance from involving  citizen and civil society, building 
on drivers for change (WDR 2017)

What to do?

End wars and deal with conflicts

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 



1. Make Agenda 2030 and LNOB the guiding agenda for all

2. Strengthen UN system but also their efficiency, 
effectiveness and accountability

3. Redesign international relations towards more justice, 
equity and fairness

4. End tax evasion and tax heavens

What to do?

Rethink international policies

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 



1. As field of action between governors and the governed

2. In terms of functionality, efficiency, effectiveness and 
accountability

3. Realistically in terms of power asymmetries, but also as a 
relation between citizens as rights holders and duty 
bearers

Rethink governance for development



1. Migration has positive and 
negative impacts 

2. Migration cannot be stopped 
but needs to be dealt with to 
maximise positive impact 
and reduce negative impact

3. With or without the US, global 
migration needs collective 
action (Global compacts on 
refugees and migration, 
European migration policy, 
joint action on refugee acc. To 
human rights standards)

What to do?

Rethink migration

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 

https://www.odi.org/comment/10585-or-without-us-global-migration-needs-collective-action


1. Overhaul strategies in the light of global power shifts, 
conflicts, migration, agenda 2030 and human rights

2. Think in terms of key contribution to sustainable global 
development but focus on poorest and most vulnerable 
countries and groups

3. Maintain committed and as autonomous as possible but 
yes do coordinate with actors of security and foreign 
policy at national and international level (@eyelevel)

4. Mobilize more resources (beyond 0,7%) and significantly 
improve support for civil society 

What to do?

Rethink development aid

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Andere Aufteilung 



Let‘s debate!
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