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1. FIAN 
 FIAN = FoodFirst Information and Action Network  

 Unique International Human Rights Organisation for the Right to Food 

 Founded 1986 in Heidelberg, Germany 

 19 national sections and co-ordinations in Asia, Africa, Latin America 
and Europe with approx. 6,000 members 

 Advisory status at United Nations 

 Focus on case and advocacy work 

 German section: 1,300 members, 
based in Cologne,  
local group in Berlin 



Assumption:  

Policies to fight hunger need to be based  

on human rights  

to become successful in the long term. 

 

Why do we need to talk about the right to food 

to fight hunger? 

2. The World‘s Hungry– Some Facts 
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2. The World‘s Hungry – Some Facts 

Among the hungry: How high is the percentage of those 
persons who suffer from hunger due to disasters  

during short periods?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 percent 
 

 90% of the hungry experience hunger as  
 chronic  hunger. 



2. The World‘s Hungry – Some Facts 



2. The World‘s Hungry – Some Facts 

At the same time: scmall scale farmes produce  
70% of global food. 



3. Main Causes of Hunger  

Myth of hunger: not enough food available to feed the world? 



3. Main Causes of Hunger  



3. Main Causes of Hunger  
The Human Rights Council of the United Nations has 
identified 5 main causes of hunger in rural areas (2013): 
1. Expropriation of land, forced evictions and 
    displacement   
2.  Gender Discrimination 
3. Absence of agrarian reform and rural development 
    policies 
4. Lack of a minimum wage and social protection  
5. Repression and criminalization of movements 
    protecting the rights of people working in rural areas     
 

=> Hunger is not caused by unsufficient food production  
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session19/A-HRC-19-75_en.pdf 



3. Main Causes of Hunger  

2,800 billion tons  
of cereals 
produced in 2013 



What is the advantage of the human right to food? 

a) It is internationally agreed: 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, (Art. 25): 
“Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate  

for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, 

 including food, ….” 

4. The Right to Food in International Law 



 What is the advantage of the human right to food? 

b) It is part of international law: 
• International Covenant on Economic, Social and  
 Cultural Rights (ICESCR), (Art. 11) 
• Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of  
  Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),  
  (Preamble, Art. 14 & 24) 
• Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), (Art. 6) 
 

4. The Right to Food in International Law 



4. The Right to Food in International Law 

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
.




International Covenant on Economic,  
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Art. 11: 

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize  
the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living (…)  

including adequate food (…) and to  
the continuous improvement of living conditions (…) 

2. (…) the fundamental right of everyone  
to be free from hunger (…)  

 

4. The Right to Food in International Law 



4. The Right to Food in International Law 

What is the advantage of the human right to food? 
c) It’s legal/normative content is defined. 
d) The related state obligations are defined. 
e) It allows individual complaints at UN-level 
 

 



4. The Right to Food in International Law 
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5. The Normative Content of the Right to Food 

The right to adequate food is realized when every woman, 
man and child alone or in community with others, has 

physical and economic access at all times to adequate food 
or means for its procurement. 

General Comment no. 12  on the right to food, §6 
 

What does “adequate food” mean? 
 
 
 



5. The Normative Content of the Right to Food 

What does “adequate food” mean? 
 

  
 
 

Right to 
adequate food 

Accessible 

Available 

Sustainable 
Culturally  
Accepted 

Good 
Quality 



6. Implementation of the Right to Food 

General Principles 
»Participation  

»Accountability  

»Non-discrimination 

»Transparency  

»Human Dignity  

»Empowerment 

»Rule of Law 

Priority to marginalised and discriminated groups 



7. State Obligations 

People have rights and states have related obligations: 

»To respect the Right of Adequate Food   
(Do no harm) 

»To protect the Right of Adequate Food  
 against third parties 

»To fulfil the Right of Adequate Food  



Obligation to co-operate internationally 
=> Extra-territorial State Obligations (ETOs): 
Human rights obligations beyond state borders: 

•Human rights impact of policies on people in foreign countries 

•Human rights impact of policies of international organisations 
on people in foreign countries 

•Human rights impact of companies under jurisdiction 
in foreign countries 
 

7. State Obligations 
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8. Developement Aid Flows  

62% of the International Finance Corpopration (IFC)  
investments are directed to banks, investment fonds,insurances. 
 
German governmental development aid for agrarian sector,  
2017:  
•KfW Development Bank approx. 512 Mio. €  

•DEG (subsidiary of KfW): 723 Mio. €  

 

•BMZ, One World without Hunger (SEWOH): 200 Mio. € 

•GIZ approx. 51 Mio. € 
 
 



8. Developement Aid Flows  



9. Conclusion 
Policies to fight hunger need to be based on a human rights 
approach to become successful in the long term because the 
right to food: 
- Is internationally agreed, international law and defined. 
- Gives priority to marginalised and discriminated groups. 
- Addresses the power imbalances which lead to  

 the main causes of hunger. 
- Is clearly related to state obligations. 
- Turns “vulnerable people” into “rights holders”. 

 



Thank you 

for your attention 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.fian.org 

 www.fian.de 
www.facebook.com/fiandeutschland 

„The right,  
that is not defended,  

gets lost“ 
(CENIDH, Nicaragua) 
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